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A company of Marines fought up Hill 
881 South during the First Battle of Khe 
Sanh April 30, 1967, one of the bloodiest 
battles of the Vietnam conflict.

Courageous and heroic efforts were 
common in that battle, but with a 75 per-
cent casualty rate, the heroic actions of 
some Marines were left untold.

Forty-six years later, Joe B. Cordileone 
was awarded the Silver Star medal and 
Robert T. Moffatt was awarded the Bronze 
Star medal with combat distinguishing 
device for their heroic actions on Hill 881, 
in a Sept. 20 depot ceremony.

Cordileone, who was serving as a rifle-
man with Company M, 3rd Battalion, 3rd 
Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, 
was advancing to secure Hill 881 South 
when his company was attacked by a nu-
merically superior force.

When his platoon leader was killed 
during the battle, Cordileone, a private 
first class, initiated multiple individual at-
tacks against the enemy.

The enemy’s accurate fire and snipers 
were having a devastating effect on the 
Marines, causing multiple wounded

see MEDALS42

Vietnam vets honored with Silver, Bronze Star

Robert T. Moffatt, Bronze Star Medal with combat distinguishing device recipient (left), and Joe B. Cordileone, Silver Star medal 
recipient (right), speak to the media during a press conference after a morning colors ceremony aboard Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot San Diego, Sept. 20. Both men were awarded their medals for their actions during the first Battle of Khe Sanh on April 30, 
1967 while serving with Company M, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division. “Take care of each other,” said 
Cordileone.  “We’re family. We’re brothers. Never leave one behind.”

Cpl. Pedro Cardenas

Story & Photos by
Lance Cpl. Tyler Viglione
Chevron staff

“This is my rifle. There are 
many like it, but this one is 
mine.”  The first two lines of the 
Rifleman’s Creed, written by Maj. 
Gen. William H. Rupertus dur-
ing World War II, is part of the 
basic Marine Corps doctrine re-
cruits must learn and live by.  An 
important moment in the process 
to becoming a Marine is the day 
when a recruit is issued his rifle.

Recruits of Company D, 1st 
Recruit Training Battalion, were 
issued an M16-A4 service rifle 

aboard the depot, Sept. 9.
The recruits are required to 

have their rifles with them al-
most all the time throughout re-
cruit training. For some this is an 
introductory experience.

“I have never handled a rifle 
in my life,” said Recruit John G. 
Filo, Platoon 1063. “I want to 
learn everything about it while I 
am in recruit training.”

While they are in recruit 
training, recruits will learn how 
to drill, fire, and maintain the 
service rifle.

“Recruits receive rifles early 
in recruit training so they can 
start learning the fundamentals 

of how to drill with rifles,” said 
Staff Sgt. Matthew M. Lee, drill 
instructor, Platoon 1063.

Drill is a set of precise move-
ments performed using the rifle. 
The movements including salute, 
port arms and inspection arms. 
Drill is an important tool used 
throughout recruit training to 
instill instant obedience to or-
ders and to move platoons fluidly 
from one place to another. 

Toward the end of First Phase 
of training, recruits will use their 
rifles in a competition between

see RIFLES42

Service rifles issued to Company D 

Recruit Christian Gonzales of Company D, is issued an M16-A4 service rifle during rifle issue Sept. 9.  
Recruits are issued rifles on day six of recruit training.

Story & Photos by
Pfc. Jericho W. Crutcher
Chevron staff

Marines live by the motto 
“no Marine left behind,” and 
recruits learned the meaning 
of it first-hand.

Recruits of Company I, 
3rd Recruit Training Battal-
ion, learned various methods 
of carrying casualties during 
Combat Care IV class aboard 
the depot, Sept. 11. 

The purpose of combat 
care is to provide first aid to a 
casualty and save the life of a 
fellow Marine in a combat en-
vironment or tactical setting.

During the class, recruits 
learned to move casualties out 
of danger and to safety using 

the firemans carry and the 
one and two-man carries. To 
increase the chance of sur-
vival, Marines must perform 
these actions like second na-
ture.

For the recruits, this is 
more than just a requirement 
for recruit training.

“There’s always going to 
be battles to fight which leads 
to casualties,” said Staff Sgt. 
Bryce C. Good, instructor, 
Academic Instructor Platoon. 
“Marines have to know the 
proper procedures on evacu-
ating the injured and giving 
them the proper first aid they 
need.”

After being taught in a

see CARE42

Recruits learn significance
of battlefield Combat Care 

Company I recruits attempt a two-man carry by lifting a simu-
lated casualty during a Combat Care class Sept. 11. Correctly 
performed, the manuver can increase the chance of survival 
for a Marine wounded on the battlefield.
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Wallyball tournament 
The MCRD Racquetball Courts 

will be the site of the Semper Fit, CG 
Cup Wallyball tournament on Oct. 8.

The event is open to MCRD active 
duty personnel and DoD and NAFI 
employees only.

In addition, register your sec-
tion for the 2013 CG Cup Wallyball 
League today.  This is a six-week 
league consisting of regular season 
and playoffs.

Entry deadline is Sept. 30.  
Earn CG Cup points for partici-

pating and extra points for female 
participation. 

Information: Rachel Dickinson at 
dickinsonr@usmc-mccs.org or (619) 
524-0548.

Make a Difference Day 
The Marine Corps Exchange and 

the depot’s Single Marine Program 
hosts the annual Make a Difference 
Day Oct. 19 from 8 until 11:30 a.m., on 
the MCX Main Exchange Mall.

The all hands Make a Difference 
Day event is to raise awareness of 
breast cancer and domestic violence 
prevention through a one-day walk 
and wellness expo. Various vendors 
will be on-hand throughout the event.

Come early. The expo begins with a 
1.5 mile walk that starts at 9 and ends 
with a a raffle at 11. 

For information call Kelley Sitar at 
(619) 524-5655, or go to http://madd13-
mcrd-es2.eventbrite.com/ on the web.

MMEA Roadshow visit
The MMEA monitor team will 

visit the Depot Oct. 22. 
There will be an all-enlisted 

Marine brief and presentation from 8 
a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at the Depot Theater.  
Interviews will be held from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Conference Center, 
Building 7W.  All enlisted Marines  
are required to attend the briefing. 
Monitor interviews are on a first-
come first-serve basis.  

MMOA Monitor Team visit
The MMOA monitor team will 

visit the Depot Nov. 1 and 2. 
There will be an all-officer brief 

and presentation from 8 to 10 a.m. 
Nov 1.  Interviews will be held from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. November 1,  and  8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Nov. 2   The brief 
and interviews will be held in the 
Conference Center, Building 7W.  All 
officers  are required to attend the 
briefing. Monitor interviews will be 
scheduled via SharePoint.  

For questions regarding individual 
appointments, officers should contact 
their unit Adjutant.  The MCRDSD 
coordinator is Ms. Edwards at (619) 
524-8733.

Universal Class Online 
A free Universal Class Online is 

available through the depot’s library. 
This is available to everyone with ac-
tive Marine Corps Library accounts.

Study more than 500 online 
continuing education courses on any 
computer.

For information, course listings 
and registration call (619) 524-1849 
Monday through Saturday from 8:30 
a.m., until 5 p.m., and from 1 until 5 
p.m. on Sundays. Information is also 
available at
http://www.facebook.com/mcc-
smcrdsd.ppd http://www.mccsmcrd.
com/PersonalAndProfessionalDevel-
opment/Library/index.html

Send briefs to:
rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The Chevron 
staff reserves the right to publish only 
those briefs that comply with Depart-
ment of Defense regulations and the 
standards of the U.S. Government.
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Marines to be scattered throughout the 
battlefield.  

Realizing the wounded had to be evac-
uated from the hill quickly, Cordileone 
unhesitatingly advanced multiple times to 
recover the wounded, repeatedly exposing 
himself to mortal danger.

“I was a 19 year old kid. I was scared 
and wanted to run away,” said Cordileone, 
currently the chief deputy San Diego City 
Attorney.  “But my friends needed help.  I 
thought ‘if I have to die I have to die, but 
I’m not going to let my friends down.’  I’d 
rather die than let down the Marine next 
to me.”

Even though he received serious frag-
mentation wounds and was fading in and 
out of consciousness due to loss of blood 
and fatigue, Cordileone continued to re-
lentlessly attack the enemy and recover the 
wounded.  His actions that day saved the 
lives of 10 of his fellow Marines.

Moffatt, a private first class, was also at 
the first Battle of Khe Sanh with Cordile-
one.  Moffatt’s platoon leader was killed and 
every automatic and heavy weapon Marine 
was either killed or wounded.  

Moffatt, who was an assistant machine 
gunner, unhesitatingly stepped up and 
took charge of a machine gun when his 
machine-gunner was mortally wounded. 
Moffatt continued to engage the enemy 
with suppressive fire, which exposed him 
to extreme danger, knowing that his fellow 
Marines needed his protective fires in order 
to sustain their counterattack.  

Moffatt continued to fire relentlessly un-
til he sustained severe head wounds.

“We were just young Marines defending 
our country,” said Moffatt, who currently 
resides in Riverside, Calif.  “We were doing 
whatever was required to save each other’s 
lives, including giving our own.”

Moffatt’s disregard for his own safety 
and courageous efforts by his continual 
suppressive fire support saved lives and 
inspired his fellow Marines to successfully 
press the assault.

Brig. Gen. James W. Bierman, Com-

manding General, Western Recruiting 
Region and Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
San Diego, presented the awards to the two 
veterans during morning colors ceremony.  
Bierman recognized their courageous ef-
forts in front of the parents of the graduat-
ing Marines.

“How meaningful it is that the parents 
of these young Marines who are about to 
graduate from recruit training today get a 
chance to see what one Marine will do for 
another under the worst of circumstances,” 
said Bierman.

While the awards carry prestige, both 
Marines accepted their awards, noting they 
were just doing their job like every other 
Marine in that battlefield.

Their courageous efforts and actions are 
a testament of Marine Corps values and 
training that are continually given to this 
day.

“The Corps taught us discipline, self-
discipline, how to face adversity, instilled 
the will to keep going and continue no 
matter what,” said Cordileone.  “The Ma-
rine Corps showed me that there are things 
greater than myself.  It made me part of a 
family that I could rely on no matter what 
the hardship, no matter what the cost.”

As the ceremony came to a close, Cord-
ileone left simple advice to today’s Marines.

“Take care of each other,” said Cordil-
eone.  “We’re family, we’re brothers, never 
leave one behind.”

Brig. Gen. James W. Bierman, commanding general of Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
San Diego and Western Recruiting Region, presents Joe B. Cordileone with the Sil-
ver Star medal during the depot’s morning colors ceremony Sept. 20. Cordileone, 
now the chief deputy San Diego City Attorney, was awarded the Silver Star medal 
for his actions during the first Battle of Khe Sanh on April 30, 1967. 

RIFLES31
platoons within a company also known as Initial Drill. 

“I remember watching videos and hearing about drilling with 

a rifle in recruit training and I am excited to get my chance too,” 
said Filo, a Livermore, Calif., native.

During Second Phase, recruits will go to Marine Corps Base 
Camp Pendleton for Grass Week and Firing Week. They will 
learn all of the fundamentals of marksmanship and later attempt 
to qualify for an official score with their rifles.

“This is the first time most recruits have handled a weapon”, 
said Lee, a native of Johnston City, N.Y. “We want them to be as 
comfortable as we can make them before they go up north (Camp 
Pendleton) to qualify.”

Not only do recruits learn how to fire the rifle but also learn 
about the parts and mechanical functions of it.

“Once the rifles are issued, recruits will learn how to disas-
semble, assemble and clean it while in recruit training,” said Lee. 
“They also learn the slings and carries, weapon safety rules, and 
how to use the rifle combat optic or scope.  We use as much time 
as we can with the rifles so we can teach the recruits everything 
they need to know about it and so we know that they understand 
it.”

With rifles on hand at port arms, Co. D recruits marched to 
their first step in learning more about their rifle, their friend.

“I am going to learn as much as I can about this rifle and hope 
to gain proficient marksmanship with it,” said Filo. 

Recruit Matthew D. Lopez of Company D, 1st Recruit Train-
ing Battalion, holds his M16-A4 service rifle during rifle issue 
Sept. 9.  Recruits learn to drill, clean, dissasemble and as-
semble and how to fire the service rifle during recruit training.

CARE31
classroom, recruits move to an open room 
for hands-on training. 

“Moving from the classroom setting to 
actually performing the exercises gives re-
cruits a better understanding on how to 
properly execute each carry,” said Good, a 
Mahomet, Ill. native. “It’s vital to fully un-
derstand the lesson because you could be put 
in the situation where it’s up to you to save a 
fellow Marines life.”

Good called on volunteers to demon-
strate each carrying position. He also picked 
recruits with extreme weight differences to 
demonstrate that someone lighter can carry 
a much heavier person using these tech-
niques.

“I feel confident after today’s lesson I 
could apply the proper skills to rescue a casu-
alty from a combat zone,” said Recruit Dan-
iel R. Bill, Plt. 3202, a Murrieta, Calif. native. 

Company I, recruits use a folded mat as a stretcher to carry a simulated casualty 
during Combat Care class Sept. 11. Using a stretcher is the easiest way to evacuate 
a casualty from the battlefield.

Cpl. Pedro Cardenas
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“Firmness, fairness and compas-
sion. I would show Marines tough 
love, teach and guide them but 
ensure they know I care about 
their well being 100 percent.”   Sgt. 
Bridgette M. Ross, training non-commis-
sioned officer, Headquarters Company, 
Headquarters and Service Battalion

“Integrity, character and ac-
countability because you have to 
set the example for younger Ma-
rines.”  Pvt. Benjamin J.T. Turner, admin 
clerk, Consolidated Personnel Administra-
tive Clerk, Headquarters Company, Head-
quarters and Service Battalion.

“Justice, a little bit of knowledge 
and a touch of integrity is what it 
takes to be a good leader.”  Lance 
Cpl. Franklin J.M. Benham,  Consolidated 
Personnel Administrative Clerk, , Head-
quarters Company, Headquarters and Ser-
vice Battalion.

Robert W. “Brick” Nelson, Corporate Lead Executive at Northrop Grumman Corporation (center), presented the “Making a 
Difference Award” to Petty Officer 1st Class Robert Alisasis (left) and Petty Officer 3rd Class Jurie Causipin (right) during the 
Enlisted Recognition Luncheon at SeaWorld San Diego, Sept. 19.  The Making a Difference Award is presented to personnel 
associated with Naval Medical Center San Diego nominated by their co-workers, patients, and peers due to their contributions 
to the recovery of wounded servicemembers. 

Sgt. Michael D. Raasch, Military Police, Headquarters and Service Battalion, sprays Lance Cpl. Benjamin S. Bandy, Finance 
Department, Headquarters and Service Battalion with Oleoresin Capsicum, otherwise known as OC spray or pepper spray, 
during Security Augmentation Force training aboard the depot, Sept. 26.  After receiving the OC spray, Marines must navigate 
through five different stations using techniques taught to them during the level one OC spray event.  All Marines currently in 
SAF training must be exposed to the OC spray and complete each station to successfully pass the course.

Marines face OC spray

Making A Difference

Cpl. Benjamin E. Woodle

Cpl. Benjamin E. Woodle
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“You are running! You are not 
stopping on my course!” said Sgt. 
Kenneth G. West, drill instructor. 
“No one cares if you’re tired!”

Those were some of the “mo-
tivational” words used by drill 
instructors while encouraging the 
more than 3,000 runners who took 
the Marine Corps Recruit Depot’s 
12th Annual Bootcamp Challenge, 
Sept. 28.  

Bootcamp Challenge is a 3-mile 
endurance run that features obsta-
cles used only by Marine Corps re-
cruits. There were 45 obstacles to 
include hay jumps, tunnel crawls, 
log hurdles, push-up stations and 
wall climbs. 

The purpose of the event is to 
promote relations with the local 
community by showcasing the 

installation, Marines, sailors and 
civilian personnel.

“The public gets to see a small 
glimpse of the behind the scenes 
of what a drill instructor does 
and the obstacles recruits have to 
conquer every day,” said Sgt. Scott 
Ruby, drill instructor. “When I 
went to recruit training nine years 
ago and my mind and body wanted 
to stop, I had a drill instructor 
there making sure I didn’t.”

The event allowed the runners 
to get an inside look into some 
of the strenuous training recruits 
endure on their journey to become 
Marines.

“It gives me a lot of apprecia-
tion for what the recruits do even 
though I only got a small peek 
of it,” said 68-year-old Gary E. 
Swenson from Starbuck, Minn. 
“It’s physically and mentally tough 
training and only the best survive 
it.”

At each obstacle station, there 
were drill instructors motivating 
runners the Marine Corps’ way.  
Sometimes the drill instructors 
were intimidating to keep the run-
ners moving.

They can also be entertaining. 
“It’s OK to run, it’s a race!” said 

West, to runners who were not 
giving a maximum effort during 
the course.

Some of the best runners in 
California participated in the 
event, one setting a new course 
record with a time of 17 minutes, 
21 seconds. For the first place win-
ner in the male-elite class, the race 
was very physically demanding. 

“The fact that there were so 
many obstacles, one after another, 
makes it hard getting back into a 
fast pace,” said 27-year-old Nick 
Sigmon of San Leandro, Calif. 
“The longer the race the harder it 
gets to keep that fast pace.”

The top three finishers of each 
category were awarded with a 
medal by Brig. Gen. James W. 
Bierman, commanding general of 
MCRD San Diego and the Western 
Recruiting Region, who referred to 
the course as non-stop and relent-
less.

After the race, the event contin-
ued with festivities. Food, drinks, 
music, pull-up challenge and a 
recruit haircut station were avail-
able for the runners. Participants 
also received a free t-shirt for their 
participation. 

The Bootcamp Challenge was 
part of San Diego’s Fleet Week, 
an integral part of the military’s 
community relations campaign. 
All proceeds from the event will 
be used to fund Marine Corps 
Community Services, which helps 
sponsor programs for Marines and 
their families.

San Diego takes on Bootcamp Challenge

Brig. Gen. James W. Bierman, commanding general of MCRD San Diego and the Western Recruiting Re-
gion, ran through the course relieving drill instructors of their duty for the event. Bierman was followed 
by more than 60 drill instructors.

A drill instructor “motivates” runners as they navigate their way through the obstacles during the event.  
Runners were split into different categories including male, female, elite, 3- and 5-person teams. 

More than 3,000 runners conquered obstacles and took part in the Marine Corps Recruit Depot’s 12th Annual Bootcamp Challenge, Sept. 28.  Runners got a small 
taste of the daily training routine recruits endure during the 13-weeks recruit training.

Team Grossmont NJROTC crosses the finish line together and holding hands.  All proceeds from the race will go to Ma-
rine Corps Community Services to help sponsor programs for Marines and their families. 

Runners hurdled over log obstacles used by recruits during the Bootcamp Challenge.  Runners had to 
climb a total of 45 obstacles during the 3-mile race.

A runner takes on the pull-up challenge while waiting for the start of 
the race. Once runners finished the course individually or as a team, 
there were food, drinks, music and a recruit haircuts station available 
for the runners. The event was part of San Diego’s Fleet Week.

Two runners low crawl through an obstacle under a cargo netting during the Bootcamp Challenge. The purpose of the 
event is to promote local community relations by showcasing the depot and personnel.

Lance Cpl. Tyler Viglione

Lance Cpl. Jericho W. Crutcher

Lance Cpl. Tyler Viglione

Lance Cpl. Tyler Viglione

Lance Cpl. Tyler Viglione

Lance Cpl. Jericho W. Crutcher Lance Cpl. Jericho W. Crutcher
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In the 1990’s Michael Jordan was 
considered, by some, a legend and 
the NBA’s best player. Gunnery 

Sgt. Carlos Campbell mirrored the way 
Jordan walked and played, but it was in 
the Marine Corps where he found his life 
fulfillment.

Campbell, senior drill instructor, 
Platoon 2149, Company G, 2nd Recruit 
Training Battalion, grew up in Colon City, 
Panama without a father in a tough neigh-
borhood. To keep away from trouble 
Campbell started playing basketball early 
in his childhood. It wasn’t until age 
14, when he moved to San Diego 
with his grandmother, that he 
began to develop a passion for 
the sport.

Campbell played at Sweet-
water High School and was of-
fered scholarships in 1992 to play 
at Boise State University, Ohio 
State University and New Mexico 
State University. But he turned 
them down for a chance to 
play in the Olympics against 
Michael Jordan by trying out 
for the Panamanian national 
team. Campbell made the cut, 
but, unfortunately was not given the 
opportunity to play against Jordan 
because of his youth.

In 1994, Campbell received a phone 
call from Rusty Smith, assistant basketball 
coach for Eastern Washington University, 
asking him to play basketball. While play-
ing at EWU, Campbell’s performance on 
the court declined due to lifestyle choices 
outside of basketball. After a year with 
EWU, Campbell quit basketball. He began 
a search somewhere else for life fulfill-
ment.

Campbell applied for the San Diego 
Police Department and worked there, as a 
policeman, for approximately a year. He 
received his first dose of inspiration from 
detective Hector Hoyte, a former corpo-
ral in the Marine Corps, who became his 
mentor.

He left for Panama at his mother’s 
request. Upon arrival, he applied for a 
federal police job. Within a week he was 
hired to protect the Panama Canal where 
he worked alongside U.S. Army soldiers. 
Campbell liked the way they spoke about 

DI discovers passion through Corps
the military life. He decided to make a 
special flight to Miami and speak to a 
recruiter. 

Thinking back to his time at the SDPD, 
Campbell called his mentor for advice. 
Hoyte convinced Campbell to enlist in the 
Corps. 

“I liked the way Marines carried them-
selves so I decided to become a Marine,” 
said 42-year-old Campbell. “Hoyte said to 
me, ‘I was a Marine so you better follow 
in my footsteps.’”

Campbell headed to recruit training on 
June 29, 1999 at the age of 27. While in 

recruit training, his athleticism helped 
him excel and win the Iron Man, an 
award given to the most physically fit 
Marine within his company based on 

their Physical Fitness Test score. 
As a corporal, Campbell wanted 

to give back to the Marine Corps 
and decided to submit an 
application for drill instruc-
tor duty. However, in 2002 

the Marine Corps instituted a policy 
where only the ranks of sergeant to 
gunnery sergeant were allowed to 
begin tours as drill instructors. 
Upon reaching the rank of sergeant, 

Campbell was assigned to recruiting 
duty instead of drill instructor duty. 

This didn’t stop him from excelling. 
He was meritoriously promoted to staff 
sergeant. However, his goal to become a 
drill instructor still lingered.

He applied again for drill instructor 
but his request was declined. For the third 
time during his deployment to Afghani-
stan in 2012, Campbell a gunnery ser-
geant, submitted another application, and 
was finally approved. 

“It is a very important job (drill instruc-
tor) for the Marine Corps,” said Campbell. 
“This is where it begins.”

According to Campbell, he ranks drill 
instructor duty, as the most memorable 
moments of his life other than his basket-
ball days.

“When I was playing basketball I could 
not find myself. I felt I could do better,” 
said Campbell. “I want to help young 
Marines because every time a Marine gets 
in trouble I get sad; one mistake doesn’t 
judge a lifetime.”

Campbell, inspired by Sgt. Maj. Ter-
rence C. Whitcomb, battalion sergeant 
major, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, 
wants to continue helping Marines as a 
first sergeant once his drill instructor tour 

ends. He wants to teach and guide young 
Marines; something he lacked growing up. 

“He takes care of Marines and re-
ally cares about you,” said Campbell of 
Whitcomb. “He came to see me when I 
was at the health clinic due to injury. That 
was the first time I experienced that in 14 
years.”

Campbell applies his past experiences 
to his current mission as a drill instructor. 
His goal is not only training basic Marines 
but also taking care of them as well. 

“He is handling his team extremely 
well. He is always looking to bring the 
positive in his Marines,” said Gunnery 
Sgt. Enrique Lopez, chief drill instructor. 

“He is wise and humbles himself to learn 
something new every day.” 

Campbell may have lost his path dur-
ing his young basketball career but, he 
eventually found his true calling in the 
Marine Corps. It is through the Corps he 
has found his passion; mentoring, helping 
and giving others the guidance he never 
had, to uncover their potential. 

“My biggest accomplishment in life 
is being the person I am today. Helping 
others, having the patience and discipline 
to finish what I start,” said Campbell. 
“Going through the ranks, I’ve found out 
it’s not about you, it’s about the Marines 
you lead.”

Gen. William L. Nyland

       Parade Reviewing Officer

Gen. William L. “Spider” Nyland 
served as the Assistant Commandant of 
the Marine Corps, Headquarters Marine 
Corps, Washington D.C. from Sept. 2002 
until Sept. 2005. 

He retired from active duty Nov. 1, 
2005.

Nyland was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the Marine Corps under the 
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
program upon graduation from the Uni-
versity of New Mexico in 1968. 

In addition to attaining a Masters of 
Science degree from the University of 
Southern California, his formal military 
education includes The Basic School 
(1968), Naval Aviation Flight Train-
ing (NFO) (1969), Amphibious Warfare 
School (1975), Navy Fighter Weapons 
School (Top Gun) (1977), College of Na-
val Command and Staff, Naval War Col-
lege (1981), and Air War College (1988).

After being assigned to Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 531, Nyland was ordered 

to Vietnam where he flew 122 combat 
missions with VMFA-314 and VMFA-
115. 

In later tours Nyland flew additional 
combat sorties in Kosovo, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

Nyland’s other tours included Instruc-
tor RIO, VMFAT-101; squadron assistant 
operations officer and operations officer, 
VMFA-115; and Brigade forstat and 
electronic warfare officer, 1st Marine 
Brigade. He also served as operations 
officer and director of safety and stan-
dardization, VMFA-212; aviation safety 
officer and congressional liaison/budget 
officer, Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, 
Washington, D.C. and operations officer, 
Marine Aircraft Group-24, 1st Marine 
Amphibious Brigade. He commanded 
VMFA-232, the Marine Corps’ oldest and 
most decorated fighter squadron, from 
July 1985 to July 1987.
    Nyland subsequently served as section 
chief for the Central Command section, 
European Command/Central Command 
Branch, Joint Operations Division, Direc-
torate of Operations, Joint Staff, Wash-
ington, D.C. In July 1990, he assumed 
command of Marine Aviation Training 

Support Group, Pensacola, Fl. Following 
his command of MATSG he assumed du-
ties as Chief of Staff, 2nd Marine Aircraft 
Wing on July 5, 1992, and assumed ad-
ditional duties as Assistant Wing Com-
mander on November 10, 1992. He was 
promoted to brigadier general on Septem-
ber 1, 1994 and was assigned as assistant 
wing commander, 2nd MAW serving in 
that billet until December 1, 1995.
    He served next on the Joint Staff, J-8, 
as the Deputy Director for Force Structure 
and Resources, completing that tour on 
June 30, 1997. He was advanced to major 
general on July 2, 1997, and assumed du-
ties as the Deputy Commanding General, 
II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp 
Lejeune, N.C. He served next as the Com-
manding General, 2nd Marine Aircraft 
Wing, MCAS Cherry Point, North Caro-
lina from July 1998 to June 2000. He was 
advanced to lieutenant general June 30, 
2000 and assumed duties as the Deputy 
Commandant for Programs and Resourc-
es, Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps. 
He next assumed duties as the Deputy 
Commandant for Aviation August3,  2001. 
He was advanced to general September 
4, 2002 and assumed his duties as the As-

sistant Commandant of the Marine Corps 
September 10, 2002.
    His personal decorations include: 
Defense Distinguished Service Medal, 
Distinguished Service Medal, Legion 
of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, the 
Air Medal with eight Strike/Flight awards, 
and Joint Service Commendation Medal. 

Courtesy Photo



Commanding Officer                                                                                                                Lt. Col. D. J. Erickson
Sergeant Major                                                                                                                    Sgt. Maj. T. C. Whitcomb
Battalion Drill Master                                                                                                                  Staff Sgt. B. D. Luna
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SERIES 2149
Series Commander
Capt. M. F. Tweedy
Chief Drill Instructor
Gunnery Sgt. E. Lopez Jr. 

PLATOON 2150
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. G. Dominguez
Drill instructors 
Staff Sgt. J. A. Delgado 
Staff Sgt. J. J. Gutierrez
Staff Sgt. C. A. Kittle  
Staff Sgt. R. E. Martinez
Staff Sgt. B. A. Parmele

SERIES 2153
Series Commander
Capt. A. M. Laurita  
Chief Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. J. P. LeBlanc

PLATOON 2153
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. A. Gonzalez
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. J. A. Barrera
Staff Sgt. C. Bokis IV
Staff Sgt. M. R. Melendez
Sgt. C. Chavez
Sgt. A. Salas

PLATOON 2154
Senior Drill Instructor
Gunnery Sgt. J. H. Scott
Drill Instructors 
Staff Sgt. D. D. Carlino 
Staff Sgt. S. E. Molina
Sgt. J. D. Mazurik

GOLF COMPANY
HONOR

PLATOON

PLATOON 2149
Pvt.  A. C. Aceves
Pvt. T. J. Akerson
Pfc. J. Alfaro
Pvt. A. N. Alhawash
Pfc. C. J. Altamirano
Pfc. J. R. Amidon
Pvt. N. D. Baird
Pvt. D. C. Barin
Pfc. M. E. Bellon
Pfc. G. P. Bugarin
Pfc. A. M. Callaway
Pvt. J. W. Carl
Pvt. X. R. Castronevarez
Pvt. S. P. Cramer
Pvt. P. T. Creel
Pfc. S. M. Crowley
Pvt. J. M. Decker
Pvt. A. D. Deschler
Pfc. J. L. Dominguez Jr. 
Pvt. O. C. Duarte
Pvt. G. M. Eriksen Jr. 
Pvt. E. J. Fifer
Pfc. Z. T. Fulton
Pvt. T. L. Galbreath
Pvt. M. A. Galvan
Pfc. A. E. Gamboa
Pfc. E. Garcia
Pvt. J. C. Goodson
Pvt. A. Henriquez
Pvt. A. S. Heredia
Pfc. A. J. Hernandez
*Pfc. M. X. Hernandez III
Pfc. K. J. Hildebrandt
Pvt. T. T. Hudkins
Pvt. N. D. Humbert
Pvt. R. Hurtado
Pfc. T. S. Jones
Pvt. J. K. Kamandakosseh
Pfc. D. C. Kaminski
*Pfc. R. L. Kopesky II
Pvt. M. Lomeli
Pvt. J. W. Loy
Pfc. J. M. Ludwig
Pvt. L. J. Madrigal
Pfc. L. A. Marcell
Pvt. J. J. Marquez
Pfc. L. A. Martinez
Pfc. S. L. Meier
Pvt. A. C. Mitchell
Pfc. B. E. Osuna
Pfc. J. S. Parker
Pvt. J. A. Patrick
*Pfc. T. R. Perry
Pvt. L. Plata
Pfc. E. Ramirez Jr. 

Pvt. T. C. Richards
*Pfc. N. R.  Rios
Pvt. J. A. Rodriguez
Pvt. J. T. Rogers
Pvt. E. Roman
Pfc. C. W. Rose
*Pfc. F. J. Ruiz
Pvt. E. R. Ruiz
Pvt. R. Salgado-Chavez
Pfc. C. R. Schober
Pfc. A. R. Scott
Pvt. R. C. Simmons
Pvt. D. Z. Skidmore
Pfc. D. R. Stauss
Pfc. F. Valencia Jr. 
Pvt. S. Vasquez-Mauricio
Pvt. J. M. Walters
Pfc. I. T. Weaver
Pvt. J. A. Wedin
Pvt. Z. C. Winter
Pvt. Z. G. Winterton
Pvt. S. T. Wolstein Jr.

PLATOON 2150
Pvt. A. S. Chan 
Pvt. P. R. Comensana
Pfc. A. M. Contreras
Pvt. G. M. Cusker
Pfc. A. G. Davis
*Pfc. M. Diazdiego
Pvt. T. L. Dodson
Pvt. J. A. Edwards
Pfc. E. J. Espinoza
Pfc. J. P. Fairbanks
Pvt. D. J. Fawver
Pvt. S. A. Ferguson
*Pfc. J. D. Fierros
Pfc. J. C. Foster
*Pfc. A. J. Galvan
Pfc. R. J. Garza 
Pvt. J. A. Gastelum-
Guerrero
Pvt. O. Gomez Jr.
Pfc. R. L. Goodly
Pvt. S. J. Goodwin Jr.
Pvt. A. R. Gray
Pvt. J. D. Guerrero Jr.
Pvt. K. D. Ha
Pvt. J. R. Headworth
Pfc. C. R. Henderson
Pfc. M. N. Hennion
Pfc. C. F. Hernandez
Pfc. M. A. Hernandez
Pvt. R. A. Hernandez
Pfc. M. J. Hertel
Pvt. J. D. Hudson

Pvt. D. A. Jankowski
Pvt. U. Jimenez
Pfc. L. S. Johnson
Pvt. J. K. Kelly
Pfc. C. J. Kent
Lance Cpl. C. C. Lancon
Pvt. B. R. Kirk
Pfc. B. K. Krause
Pvt. J. L. Laredo
Pvt. M. J. Laubenheimer
Pvt. R. A. Leczjnarmort
Pvt. R. J. Leloux
*Pfc. C. B. Liebke
Pfc. A. C. Lind
Pvt. A. O. Lines
Pvt. D. S. Lynch
Pvt. J. T. Mahon
Pvt. R. J. Mandel
Pvt. K. M. McCracken
Pfc. J. R. Meadows
Pfc. K. J. Michalak
Pvt. E. T. Miller
Pvt. J. T. Neuens
Pvt. R. Nguyen
Pvt. S. M. Ochoa
Pvt. A. T. Orellana
Pvt. I. A. Otte
Pvt. J. S. Ownbey
*Pfc. D. M. Parks
Pvt. C. D. Patterson
Pvt. L. Pena
Pvt. D. J. Penaloza
Pvt. S. M. Peters
Pfc. J. J. Pfaffl
Pvt. A. J. Phillips
Pvt. C. A. Robinson Jr.
Pfc. B. S. Rodriguez
Pvt. J. E. Rojas
Pvt. E. L. Ross
Pvt. A. A. Salazar-
Gallegos
Pfc. C. D. Schmitz
Pvt. J. L. Serrato
Pfc. M. L. Sherman
Pfc. L. A. Smith
Pvt. E. D. Smock
Pvt. C. W. Tasker
Pvt. L. E. Taylor
*Pfc. T. C. Thompson
Pvt. C. D. Trevino
Pvt. J. M. VanderKooy
Pfc. E. Velazquez-
Camacho
Pvt. O. J. Velazquez-
Moran
Pvt. A. D. Villalobos-Ruiz

Pvt. C. D. Yollin
PLATOON 2151
Pvt. D. D. Aparicio   
Pfc. D. A. Arellanes-
Coronado 
Pfc. R. Arevalo-Soriano
*Pfc. R. L. Baird
Pvt. D. T. Baribeau
Pfc. G. E. Barnes
Pvt. M. L. Best
Pfc. G. M. Bowers
Pvt. L. M. Ceballos
Pvt. M. J. Chanes
Pvt. D. J. Channing
Pvt D. G. Chidester
Pfc W. W. Clanton
Pfc. T. C. Clifford
Pfc. K. D. Conner
Pvt. K. C. Cornett
Pfc. J. R. Cortes Jr.
Pvt. A. K. Cottrell
Pfc. K. L. Crary
Pvt. J. R. Cruz
Pfc. R. C. Cruz
Pfc. N. D. Dao
Pvt. J. D. Delgadillo
Pfc. K. Q. Do
Pvt. J. M. Dorsch
Pfc. G. J. Duncan
Pfc. R. J. Elshoff
Pvt. J. N. Espitia
Pvt. I. Estrada
Pfc. J. P. Ficenec
Pfc. C. R. Fletcher Ii
*Pfc. C. Fuentes
Pvt. M. P. Gardner
Pvt. C. M. S. Kallirai
Pfc. R. S. Khuon
*Pfc. D. B. Kumm
Pfc. J. M. Leblanc
Pfc. O. Lemusarellano
Pfc. I. J. Leones
Pvt. D. V. Lopez Jr.
Pvt. A. L. Lopez
Pvt. I. Lopez
Pvt. S. D. Loughead
Pfc. Z. A. Luedecke
Pvt. J. Z. Lou
Pvt. J. J. Martinez
Pvt. R. A. Martinson Jr.
Pvt. L. A. Mejialagos
Pvt. V. Melchor
Pvt. M. A. Mendez
Pvt. A. J. Mendoza
Pfc. P. J. Miller
*Pfc. A. S. Mize

Pvt. B. M. Mockler
Pfc. M. L. Montoya
Pfc.  J. B. Moody
Pvt. D. A. Moore
Pfc. I. B. Moore
Pfc. S. A. Mooris
Pvt. C. Munoz
Pfc. C. E. Nardoparedes
Pfc. B. J. Newman
Pvt. S. A. Newmann
Pfc. T. N. Nguyen
Pfc. B. L. Noah
Pfc. M. N. Obrien
Pvt. J. D. Perez
Pfc. C. R. Rangel
Pvt. M.D. Ransom
Pfc. J. R. Scott
Pfc. L. S. Severini
Pvt. D. T. Shoemaker
Pfc. G. Singh
Pvt. G. K. Sippola
Pfc. C. L. Skaggs
Pvt. J. L. Taylor
*Pfc. J. A. Tepanecatl
Pvt. F. J. Valdez
Pvt. J.  J. Vernon
Pvt. D. D. Villalobos
Pvt. M. E. Von Busch-
Smith
Pvt. P. L. Wicker
Pfc. Z.  J. Wickham
Pvt. D. L. Wright
Pvt. N. A. Yancy

PLATOON 2153 
Pvt. T. S. 
Abdulhakim  
Pvt. C. E. Adasiak 
Pvt. D. O. Alcala
Pvt. D. R. Allen
Pfc. T. W. Baker
*Pfc. G. E. Bledsoe Ii
Pvt. D. A. Bowser
Pvt. C. E. Brack
Pvt. F. G. Briones
Pvt. E. M. Briseno
*Pfc. J. T. Brown
Pvt. C. T. Brumbelow
Pvt. N. C. Buck
Pvt. D. W. Burke
Pvt. K. D. Butler
Pvt. I. F. Caban
Pvt. K. A. Cammack
Pvt. K. J. Clark
Pvt. A. B. Coleman
Pvt. N. L. Copenhaver

Pvt. T. A. Cotter
Pvt. R. L. Coulter
Pvt. M. E. Dagama
Pvt. I. O. Delatorre
Pfc. C. C. Dobbs
*Pfc. S. W. Ebers
Pvt. B. M. Endl
Pfc. B. S. Eto
Pfc. D. D. Francis
Pvt. A. R. Frodl
Pvt. J. D. Froisness
Pvt. C. W. Frost
Pvt. H. O. Garcia Jr
Pfc. T. W. Gardner
Pfc. C. D. Gibson
Pvt. M. R. Gonzalez-Soto
Pfc. L. O. Guilry Jr.
Pvt. J. A. Guzman-
Quezada
Pvt. I. J. Hannigan
Pvt. S. A. Harmon
Pvt. D. K. Hart
Pfc. D. C. Hatfield
Pvt. M. G. Hatfield
Pfc. J. R. Hernandez
*Pfc. J. J. Highline
Pfc. T. R. Holyoak
Pvt. R. J. Jenet
Pvt. C. L. Johnston
Pvt. J. T. Jones
Pfc. J. G. Ketcher
Pfc. S. D. Larsen
Pvt. J. L. Laster
Pvt. Z. D. Lightner
Pfc. J. B. Lopez
Pfc. J. O. Mar Jr.
Pvt. N. A. Marquez
Pfc. J. O. Martinez
Pfc. R. N. Martinez
Pvt. R. O. Martinez
Pfc. F. O. Mata
Pfc. T. A. McCreight
Pvt. M. K. McKinney
Pfc. J. C. Meek
Pvt. D. R. Miller
*Pfc. J. A. Miller
Pfc. E. C. Miramontes
Pvt. A. D. Neason
Pvt. A. T. Neville
Pvt. G. M. Noel
Pfc. R. S. Onderdonk
Pvt. J. P. Peek
Pfc. C. A. Perez
Pvt. C. O. Perez
Pfc. M. A. Perrault
Pfc. T. L. Pressley

Pvt. C. N. Pullara
D. Ysgt J. H. Scott

PLATOON 2154
Pvt. T. S. Abendroth
Pvt. A. D. Acosta
Pvt. A. T. Alstrom
Pvt. J. A. Alvarez
Pvt. M. J. Alvarez
Pvt. H. Amaralmarin
Pfc. A. Ambrocio
Pvt. T. J. Arnold
Pvt. J. T. Aslin
Pfc. L. Barajas-Palomino
Pvt. B. A. Beard
Pfc. J. I. Becerra
Pvt. C. A. Becker
Pvt. M. P. Bonham
Pvt. A. J. Brinley
Pvt. R. M. Briones
Pfc. G. E. Broughton
Pvt. A. J. Burris
Pvt. A. Bustamante-
Uriostegui
Pfc. A. J. Bustos
Pfc. G. V. Caceres
Pvt. C. A. Candanoza
Pfc. V. T. Carrillo
*Pfc. B. T. Catron
Pvt. L. A. Cavazos
Pvt. J. Cavazos Jr.
Pvt. J. A. Chambers
Pvt. S. M. Cook
Pvt. A. M. Delreal
Pfc. R. B. Dempsey
Pvt. B. J. Douglas-Holmes
Pfc. J. Duran
Pfc. T. G. Escoto
Pvt. R. E. Eskey IV
Pfc. H. A. Fonseca
Pfc. T. L. Gerber-Winn
Pvt. S. C. Gross
Pvt. S. D. Guillory
Pvt. D. A. Gutierrez
Pvt. D. W. Hansen
Pfc. L. A. Havick
Pvt. D. E. Helire
Pvt. R. A. Hernandez
Pvt. K. S. Hernandez
Pvt. J. A. Hibshman Jr.
Pvt. H. L. Hobson
Pvt. A. J. Howard
Pvt. N. I. Ingerson
Pfc. S. T. Ingram
Pvt. J. Jacobs

* Indicates Meritorious Promotion

COMPANY G
Commanding Officer
Capt. P. M. Balawender
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. C. S. Amancio

2nd RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION
             

PLATOON 2151
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. E. J. Estes
Drill instructors
Staff Sgt. J. Briseno
Staff Sgt. J. Gonzalez
Sgt. G. A. Dolgner
Sgt. I. Muno

PLATOON 2149  
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. R. L Broadway
Drill Instructors
Sgt. J. Cervantez
Sgt. S. L. Dee
Sgt. R. L. Gomez
Sgt. A.  J. Pettit

PLATOON 2155
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. D. A. Ammeter
Drill Instructors
Sgt. J. M. Calkins
Sgt. M. Reeder
Sgt. A. R. Scott

Platoon 2150 Platoon 2149 Platoon 2151 Platoon 2153 Platoon 2154

Platoon 2111

COMPANY HONOR MAN
Pfc. A. C. Cole 
Chicago 
Recruited by
Sgt. J. Cox

SERIES HONOR MAN
Pfc. T. C. Thompson
Little Rock, Ariz.
Recruited by
Sgt. D. Hunter

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. T. R. Perry
Dallas 
Recruited by
Sgt. B. Bruski

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. D. B. Kumm
Des Moines, Iowa
Recruited by
Sgt. A. Miles

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. L. Magana 
Downey, Calif.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. Montano

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. J. A. Miller
Denver
Recruited by
Sgt. J. Sill

HIGH SHOOTER (343)
Pfc. A. R. Scott
San Diego
Marksman Instructor
Sgt. Anderson

HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc. K. Conner
Orange, Calif. 
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. A. Jaine

Platoon 2151Platoon 2155 Platoon 2149

CON’T38
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CON'T FROM37
Pvt. N. J. Janiga
Pvt. K. M. Jorden
Pvt. M. C. Kluge
Pvt. J. P. Kuzma
Pvt. S. J. Latham
Pvt. K. H. Lightner
Pvt. C. T. Lockwood
Pvt. J. J. Lopez
*Pfc. L. Magana
Pvt. J. A. Marburg
Pvt. T. L. Martinhobsonlismon
Pfc. J. C. Mayorga
Pvt. C. T. Medina
Pvt. A. J. Mitchell
Pvt. A. S. Morales-Rubio
Pvt. R. L. Murphy
Pvt. S. M. Nelson
Pvt. H. M. Ochoa
Pvt. W. L. Ogle
Pvt. A. E. Ortega
Pvt. C. R. Parry
Pvt. C. A. Ponds
Pvt. O. M. Ramos

Pfc. N. J. Rautio
Pvt. I. A. Rivera
Pvt. O. J. Rojas-Canseco
*Pfc. C. S. Sande
Pvt. D. A. Schlyer
Pfc. C. D. Shafarman
*Pfc. W. D. Shanks
Pvt. C. A. Shepherd II
Pvt. S. J. Sochacki
Pfc. N. J. Spain
Pvt. E. P. Stjohn
Pvt. R. L. Tarrants
Pfc. P. J. Terbio
*Pfc. D. L. Ward
Pfc. H. Wei
Pvt. B. M. Zehrung

PLATOON 2155
Pvt. N. A. Albiar
Pvt. D. A. Allen
Pvt. C. B. Bowers
Pvt. R. J. Boyle
Pfc. A. R. Bunao
Pvt. S. Chan
Pvt. N. J. Clancy

*Pfc. A. C. Cole
Pvt. J. R. Delong II
Pvt. J. L. Dimond
Pfc. N. D. Drapeau
Pvt. D. A. Ehret-Mounivong
Pvt. C. D. Garcia
Pvt. A. M. Gonzalez
Pfc. A. R. Hamblin
Pvt. J. A. Hastings
Pvt. H. Huynh
Pfc. J. J. Imel
Pvt. A. T. James
Pvt. J. W. Jones
Pvt. J. A. Kind
Pvt. S. J. Lakoske
Pvt. H. G. Lawrence
*Pfc. S. A. Lopez IV
Pfc. R. J. Lopez
Pvt. V. Lopez
Pvt. J. F. McDougle
Pfc. R. L. Owen
Pfc. A. Quezada-Leon
Pvt. E. M. Ramirez
Pvt. A. M. Reed
Pfc. M. Rivera

*Pfc. G. T. Roberts
Pvt. T. W. Robinson
Pvt. Z. E. Rodriguez III
Pfc. K. W. Rounds
Pfc. J. T. Rupar
*Pfc. A. L. Rutherford
Pfc. R. A. Sadowski
Pvt. V. D. Samaniego
Pvt. J. L. Sample
Pvt. E. A. Sanchez
Pvt. J. A. Sarkozy
Pfc. M. E. Schroeder
Pvt. J. R. Schumacher
Pvt. D. A. Schutter
Pvt. C. J. Smith
Pvt. C. A. Specht
Pvt. L. B. Staton
Pvt. K. A. Tague
Pvt. J. A. Theisen
Pvt. B. Thinathinsingtalay
Pvt. R. N. Thompson
Pvt. D. D. Tobin
*Pfc. J. D. Toney
Pvt. G. M. Truett
Pfc.M. Valenzuela-Santiesteb

Pfc. O. A. Villalobos
Pvt. T. B. Vincent
Pfc. J. J. Vought
Pvt. T. J. Wallace
Pvt. C. J. Wanamaker
Pvt. W. J. Wann
Pvt. J. D. Wert
Pvt. B. R. Wheeler
Pfc. T. L. White
Pfc. A. M. Wicker
Pvt. C. T. Wickham
Pvt. J. M. Williams
Pfc. S. L. Williams
Pfc. C. D.Williamson
Pvt. J. A. Wilson
Pvt. D. K. Woods
Pvt. D. W. Wooldridge
Pfc. S. Xiong
Pvt. C. Y. Yang
Pfc. D. Zhao
Pfc. D. Zhu
Pfc. J. R. Ziemek

Story & Photos by
Cpl. Benjamin E. Woodle
Chevron staff

Before reaching the end of 
recruit training, recruits 
must run through a bat-

tery of tests to show that they 
are qualified to earn the title 
Marine and ready for Fleet 
Marine Force.

Recruits of Company G, 
2nd Recruit Training Battal-
ion, faced one of the fastest 
paced and most physically 
exhausting tests, the Combat 
Fitness Test, Sept. 12.

The CFT is meant to 
simulate combat situations 
and movements through three 
events.  The first event is the 
Movement-to-Contact, which 
is an 880-meter timed run in 
boots and combat utilities.  
Directly after the run, recruits 
perform ammunition can lifts 
for two minutes.  The final 
event is the Maneuver Under 
Fire, a timed movement that 
consists of various combat car-
ries, crawls and obstacles.

“This event gives recruits a 
taste of combat,” said Sgt. Car-
los Chavez, drill instructor, 
Platoon 2153.  “The training 
here will help prepare them to 
be combat effective when they 
go out into real-world combat 
environments.”

Recruit training has 
been physically challenging, 

training their bodies for the 
endevors of combat.  But just 
as their bodies have been get-
ting stronger, so have their 
minds.  Mind over matter is 
an essential tool for recruits to 
overcome the challenges of the 
events.  

“It shows that you’re never 
as tired as you think you are,” 
said Recruit Antonio C. Cole, 
Plt. 2155.  “The body can push 
harder than the mind thinks; 
you can always push harder.”

The rapid succession of the 
events during the CFT leaves 
little time for rest and recov-
ery. 

The score recruits receive 
will go on their record, but the 
training they take away from 
it will go with them for their 
entire career.

“This is as close to a combat 
scenario that you can get 
here,” said Cole, a Chicago 
native.  “You never know what 
will be next right after you 
just finished pushing hard and 
going all out.  You just have 
to be ready to jump right back 
into it.”

Drill instructors prepared 
recruits for the CFT on nu-
merous occasions through-
out the 2nd and 3rd phase of 
recruit training.  

“While up north at Camp 
Pendleton, we did a lot of 
running that simulated the 
880-meter run; almost every 

other night actually,” said 
Chavez, a South Padre Island, 
Texas native.  “To train for the 
other events we did a lot of 
basic exercises including am-
munition can lifts, push-ups, 
fireman carries and squats.”

Drill instructors knew the 
significance and importance 
of mental preparation for the 
event; therefore, they ensured 
recruits were pushed out of 
their comfort zones to achieve 
this.

“Drill instructors made us 
do physical events, and when 
we thought we couldn’t do it 
anymore they made us do it 
again,” said 19-year-old Cole.  
“I learned to push past what I 
thought were my limits.”

With another test passed, 
recruits of Co. G are one step 
closer to the completion of 
recruit training.  The final test 
they will face is the Crucible, 
a 54-hour test of endurance in 
which recruits must conquer 
more than 30 different ob-
stacles while they experience 
food and sleep deprivation.  
From the Crucible rises a war-
rior, a Marine.

“You’re going to find your 
inner character or build it 
here,” said Chavez.  “There 
are no excuses.  You have no 
choice but to push through 
and be better than everything 
you face.”

Mental strength pushes recruits through CFT

Recruit C. S. Sande of Company G, 2nd Recruit Training Battal-
ion, performs a buddy drag during the Combat Fitness Test, for a 
final score aboard the depot, Sept. 12.  Recruits must buddy drag 
and fireman carry their partners through the Maneuver Under Fire 
course, which is 75-yards long.

Recruits of Company G, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion begin their 880-meter timed run during the Combat Fitness Test aboard the depot, Sept. 12.  The CFT is one of the 
fastest paced and physically exhausting tests recruits must complete in order to graduate recruit training.


